“iATLAS”

t's getting hard to imagine that it is

almost over. We've reached our 5th
scheduled year of the BC Breeding Bird
Atlas field seasons. It's been fun and
educational and also difficult to fill in a lot
of the atlas squares across this massive,
bumpy province, and it's only getting
harder. Volunteers have done a great job
filling in squares closer to their homes
and communities. We have a pretty even
scattering of completed squares in more
distant areas, though there are some
big-gap challenges along the coast and
in the far north. So if you don't have a
yacht or a helicopter to transport you to
such remote areas, what are you to do?
There is likely something you can do in
and around your own backyard and now
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BREEDING BIRD ATLAS

is not the time
to become
complacent.
You probably
have already
seen or heard
about the latest changes to the way
the atlas is collecting data in the final
year; it's the 10/10 plan. By this we
mean that a minimum of 10 hours
and 10 point counts from a square can
be used to it’s fullest potential if the
square reaches a minimum threshold.
So look around the squares near you
— have they reached that level? Maybe
so. Think you're finished? Likely not.
Read the plan detailed within and see
how a little extra effort can make the
biggest impact this year.
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Species that have not yet been
confirmed for the BC Atlas:

Max Breeding
Evidence

Species

Greater Scaup

Surf Scoter

Long-tailed Duck

Northern Fulmar

Brandt’s Cormorant
American Bittern
Black-crowned Night-Heron
Yellow Rail

Black-necked Stilt

Baird’s Sandpiper
Short-billed Dowitcher
Red-necked Phalarope
Franklin’s Gull

Western Gull

Caspian Tern

Common Tern

Forster’s Tern

Boreal Owl

Ruby-throated Hummingbird
White-headed Woodpecker
Cordilleran Flycatcher
Western Scrub-Jay

Winter Wren (Eastern)
Northern Mockingbird
Brown Thrasher
Grasshopper Sparrow
Nelson’s Sparrow

Smith’s Longspur

Indigo Bunting
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continuing from page 1.
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of our knowledge of bird communities in BC, and the abil-
ity to assess changes in future bird populations. Knowing
where and how many birds there are is a crucial first step
in conserving bird biodiversity. One of the most valuable
pieces of information to this atlas is recording the exact
location and numbers of any “rare” or colonially nesting
species in BC. If you find a species that has been flagged
by either the atlas staff or the regional coordinator as
rare, we ask that you please enter the location of where
that bird was found. In this edition, we've outlined all the
species across the province where we ask for additional
information (at least a location), and instructions on how
to go back and enter a location for species you found in
previous atlas seasons.

We are not just compiling a nice book of information to
sit on the shelf and casually browse every once-in-a-
while. We are all working on a massive project to put our
early mornings, long days, and hard work into an invalu-
able tool to transform the data into information that can
be used to make the management decisions and take
the conservation actions needed to preserve wild birds
and their habitats. Many agencies are already using the
preliminary Atlas results. Species at Risk recovery teams in
BC consult location information recorded by atlassers to
help delineate areas of critical habitat and find new loca-
tions. Researchers at UBC are using data to study the influ-
ence of climate change on bird ranges. Researchers writ-
ing assessment reports for the Committee on the Status
of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (the independent body
that identifies species at risk) use Atlas data to describe
species’distributions and to assist in determining whether
a species should be considered “at risk”. As well, all of
the data from the Atlas have been incorporated into the
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Townsend's Warbler Abundance

provincial government’s Conservation Data Centre data-
base and are also used by Environment Canada biologists
in Bird Conservation Region plans which help identify
priority species for conservation efforts.

If you are involved with the BC Breeding Bird Atlas, you will
have to look into the future; what can we do with the data
we are collecting now and what can we do with the data
we WILL collect in 20 years. That's right; tha Atlas part-
ners have a long-term vision, not only in British Columbia,
but across Canada, for second and even third generation
atlases. Think of them like iPods — with each generation,
they get better. The BC “iAtlas” of ~2028, will have better
technologies to help us easily complete our atlassing tasks,
and more importantly, it will have the data of today from
which we can make statistically sound comparisons. Unless
you are 8-years old, you probably realize that 20 years can
go by quite quickly. The second Ontario Breeding Bird
Atlas was completed 7 years ago. It started in 2001, so the
next “go” should

be around 2021. .
Without doubt, it | "— & @
ranks among the .. % Y
most  success-

ful, important,

and exciting :

bird research | .-
and  conserva- O s
tion projects e
ever undertaken Ol
in the Western '
Hemisphere.

Work from this project helped identify species at risk and
other species of conservation concern, and identified
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continuing from page 2.

locations where these species are concentrated, so these
areas can be subsequently targeted for conservation
efforts. This information can be used to assign steward-
ship responsibility for that species to a jurisdiction. For
example, the second Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas found
that an area known as the “Land Between” supports high
levels of bird biodiversity including a substantial portion
of Ontario’s Golden-winged Warbler population (pg. 2,
bottom). The next BC “iAtlas” will examine species distri-
bution and abundance maps and highlight the differ-
ences in information such as range changes, species
strongholds and similar “hotspots” of biodiversity. The
second Maritimes Breeding Bird Atlas, completed in 2010,
is bringing bird data to the next level to examine the
relationship between abundance and various landscape
and habitat features. Their most recent work has been to
conduct a habitat-association analysis using Atlas data
that will describe region-specific species-habitat relation-
ships (example for Eastern Wood-Pewee in New Brunswick

Also new to the Canadian Atlas family is the comparison
of species detections between each atlas periods. All this
time when the regional coordinators have been asking
you to fill in breeding evidence forms and noting the
hours associated to your atlassing come into play here.
If you thought you could not add valuable information
to population analysis because you couldn’t do point
counts, you're wrong! This is a perfect example of how all
information in a square is useful. In the Maritimes, they
are comparing atlases to model population changes. For
example, preliminary analyses, done by Dr. Phil Taylor
(Acadia University) for Bird Conservation Region planning
in the Maritimes, found a significant decrease in the prob-
ability of detection of Bank Swallow between the first and
second Atlas periods.

Of course, all this information does no good if it sits in a
book on a shelf collecting dust until the next Atlas comes
around. We know that isn't going to happen. Part of the
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HeLp LocATe SPecies AT RisK IN
SouTtHERN BC

he Atlas and the Canadian Wildlife Service

are seeking volunteers to conduct targeted
monitoring of several avian species at risk in B.C..
Lewis's Woodpeckers, Williamson's Sapsuckers,
White-headed Woodpeckers, and Sage Thrashers.
Data collected contributes to the BBA and federal
recovery efforts for species at risk.
Survey requirements vary by species, but most can
be easily incorporated into your regular atlassing.
Target regions include 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 14, 25, 26,
and 27.

If youre interested in participating in targeted
monitoring for one or more avian species at risk in
B.C., please contact Christopher Di Corrado,

cdicorrado@bsc-eoc.org. If you encounter a
White-headed Woodpecker or Sage Thrasher this
summer, please contact Megan.Harrison@ec.gc.ca

job of the Atlas is to ensure that groups that impact bird
habitats or manage bird populations are
aware that the Atlas database exists and
are using the information it contains to
affect conservation action. With all the
. 10 effort we've made to put our birds on the
P maps, we want to make sure they stay
- there for years to come.
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A SixTH YEAR?

he standard time-period for a breeding bird atlas is five years,

and that is the period we've planned for in British Columbia.
We've put a lot of work into the first four years but are still facing
a big to-do list in this fifth and final year. What if we can't finish
all that we've set out to do? Should we add a sixth year to the
atlas?

It's a difficult question to answer. We'd certainly like to have the
clearest snapshot of bird numbers and distribution in BC when
we're finished, and getting more data will help in that regard.
But adding a year does make it less of a snapshot and more of a
long-term project--and it would cost more money. We wouldn’t
add a sixth year unless we felt we could significantly improve the
dataset, and most of our missing pieces are in remote areas that
volunteers have found it difficult to get into. We'd have to find
funding to get teams of birders into these areas, to say nothing
of funding the coordination of the atlas for another year.

Come next fall, we hope to see the big gaps filled in so that we
can press on with producing the maps and species accounts for
the atlas. So get as much atlassing in this summer as possible—
we'd like to get this done now. But if it looks like another year
would make the atlas a significantly more valuable tool, we'll let
you know before Christmas!




FLoATPLANE ATLASSING IN REGION 33: SpATZIzI AND TATLATUI PROVINCIAL PARKS

By Rosamund Pojar, Bulkley Valley (33) Regional Coordinator

I n late June, pilot Jim Munn from the Okanagan (and
uncle to Dick Cannings) flew up to Smithers. Jim had
volunteered to fly four atlassers into the south east-
ern part of Spatsizi Park and into Tatlatui Park. The
atlassers, Anne Hetherington, Anne Macleod, from
Smithers, Karl Bachmann from Hazelton, and retired
botanist and birder, Rosamund Pojar from Smithers.

We were invited to stay at the Laslui Lake camp owned

by Collingwood Brothers guide outfitters. The camp is
situated in open grasslands on the shore of the lake with
spectacular 360 degree views of the mountains. The camp
is operated by Carrie Collingwood and her husband Billy
Labonte. They bent over backwards to help us enjoy our
stay there, helped us with fuel, ferried us down the lake
and even wanted to feed us.

While at Laslui, two birders flew up into a higher alpine lake,
camped overnight and walked back via Hotleskwa Lake
and completed an alpine square. Anne H and Rosamund
completed the square surrounding Laslui Lake.

The plan was to do two more squares at Tuaton Lake which
is west of Laslui, but the weather turned bad. Collingwood
Bros. let us stay in their cabin at Tuaton and between rain
storms we were able to do some breeding evidence, but
pouring rain in early morning precluded doing point
counts. The weather forecast indicated it was not going to

improve, so we decided to head to Tatlatui in the hopes of

better weather there. We did do a test point count in the
rain later in the morning at Tuaton and discovered that the
birds kept singing through the rain which makes sense as
some years the weather can be miserable all summer, as it
was this past summer.

InTatlatui Park we stayed in a cabin at the west end of Kitch-
ener Lake, which gave us great access to the alpine as well
as the rolling grassy eskers and aspen copses west of the
lake. The two younger birders (Anne M. and Karl) packed
their backpacks and hiked up into the alpine to camp,
while the other two did point counts down in the valley.

Anne and Karl awoke the next morning to several inches
of fresh snow and absolute silence, so point counts were
abandoned, but they did breeding evidence on their
way back. The weather deteriorated to alternating blow-
ing rain and snow showers with patches of sunshine in
between and stayed that way for the following two days.
We were able to complete all point counts and breed-
ing evidence for the one square, but we had already
exceeded our budget for gas costs and only had enough

gas to get us back to Smithers. As the long range fore-

castindicated continued bad weather and since some
had to be back at work, we decided to make a run for
home.

There were no really big surprises as far as birds
go. American Tree Sparrows, Wilson's Warblers and
White-crowned Sparrows were extremely abundant
and we flushed many of them off nests. It was great
to hear so many Tennessee Warblers at Laslui and
Gray-cheeked Thrushes in both places. Short-eared
Owls were seen in both places and the guides have seen
nestlings in the past at Laslui Lake. A Clay-coloured Spar-
row was heard briefly, which was a bit of a surprise as |
did not expect them up there. We were all excited to see
the Red-necked Phalaropes in both places. However, we
were not able to establish breeding and even though we
closely watched two males for a long time at Kitchener
Lake in perfect nesting habitat, we never observed nest-
ing behaviour.

As we flew up north and back, | was thinking about all
the territory that we were flying over that was not being
atlassed for lack of access and money. It was unfortunate
that in the time between estimating our gas costs and
when we actually flew, the price of aviation fuel sky-
rocketed and so we quickly exceeded our gas budget.
It is BIG country up there and you just cannot walk from
one valley to another in a short time, so the help of float
planes or helicopters is essential for getting around.
Thanks to Jim for volunteering his time and his plane for
our travels. Big thanks also go to the Collingwoods and
Billy Labonte for donating accommodation and being so
supportive.



WEesTeERN CANADA HUMMINGBIRD BANDING SuMMARY - 2011
By Doreen Cubie (www.hummingbirdresearch.net)

hen [ first started my Ruby-throated Hummingbird

research project in western Canada, my objective
was to learn more about this species at the northern
and western limits of its range. Were they different from
their more southern counterparts? Did they show the
same site fidelity and return to the same homes every
summer? Astime went on, another question presented
itself: just how far north and how far west do Ruby-
throated Hummingbirds breed?

Many people believed central Alberta, around Edmon-
ton, was the limit of their summer range. But after band-
ing rubythroats in Manitoba and Saskatchewan during
the summer of 2010, | began to suspect they should be
found as far west as northeastern British Columbia. The
type of habitat that rubythroats like in the north (open
forests of trembling aspen and white spruce) spills over
from Alberta into the northeastern corner of British
Columbia, and extends all the way to the foothills of the
Canadian Rockies. Do rubythroats follow this habitat?

With a grant from the Baillie Fund of Bird Studies
Canada, paying some of my expenses, | took off this
summer to find out. My first stop, however, was in
Manitoba, at two locations where | banded during July
and August of 2010. This year, at the home of Karen
Podolchuk and Allan Daman in the town of Falcon Lake
near the Ontario border, | recaptured 5 Ruby-throated
Hummingbirds (3 males and 2 females) that | banded
the previous summer. Included was a male that had
been ajuvenile, not long out of the nest, when | banded
him in August 2010. My next stop was at the A Rocha
Prairie Canada Field Study Centre in the Pembina Valley
between Morden, MB and the North Dakota line. There,
| recaptured 4 females that | had banded in mid-July
2010. Because | had banded a total of 13 ruby-throated

females at this location last summer, this means 30% of
them returned, or almost 1in 3. This is a good return rate
for a migratory species, especially one with a perilous
migration from Canada to Mexico and Central America
and back again.

My next banding stop was Dawson Creek, British
Columbia. During 10 days in northeastern BC, | banded
64 hummingbirds at 14 homes: 53 Calliope, 10 Ruby-
throated, and 1 Rufous Hummingbird. The area from
the small village of Tupper (right on the Alberta/British
Columbia) north and west to Dawson Creek, Fort St.
John, and Charlie Lake, British Columbia, is one of the
few places in the world (perhaps the only place) where
Ruby-throated and Calliope Hummingbirds can be
found together during breeding season. The 10 Ruby-
throated Hummingbirds (3 males and 7 females) that |
banded were the westernmost breeding Ruby-throated
Hummingbirds ever documented and the data were
added to the BC Breeding Bird Atlas. After leaving British
Columbia, | also banded 10 Ruby-throated Humming-
birds in northern Alberta, in the towns of North Star,
Kinuso, Canyon Creek, and Slave Lake. The female
hummingbird that | banded in North Star, Alberta, just
south of Manning, is the farthest north that a rubythroat
has been banded.

Barely visible hummingbird bands!

Next summer, | plan to spend five weeks in northeastern
British Columbia. Besides banding in the Dawson Creek/
Fort St. John/Chetwynd area, | also hope to travel up
the Alaska Highway to Pink Mountain and Fort Nelson,
BC, to see how far north Ruby-throated (and Calliope)
Hummingbirds breed.

el



BC BRreepinG BIrRD ATLAS: THE FINAL PusH - 2012
by Christopher Di Corrado - Atlas Coordinator

As we enter the final breeding season of the BCBBA, the
technical committee has examined the data collected
thus far and has some suggestions on how to prioritize our
effort for this year. There are 3 main goals:

1) to finish incomplete squares for point counts and
general atlassing effort; 2) complete the most robust bird
list possible for any square; and, 3) enter as many rare and
colonial species locations, as requested.

Some decisions have been made that will help improve
the quality of the final atlas products and create attain-
able goals that are statistically sound and proven: Most
importantly, that the threshold for completing a square
has been reduced to a minimum of 10 hours of effort and
10 point counts. This is a standard approach to complet-
ing atlases in Canada. We strongly encourage atlassers to
devote most of their time towards completing squares
that have some work done, but have not yet achieved this
10/10 threshold. Squares completed to the 20/15 level do
not represent wasted effort. In the contrary, these squares
carry higher importance because they represent the foun-
dation from which results from squares with less effort are
calibrated.

The highest priorities are squares with between 4 and <10
hours of observer effort, and 4-9 point counts complete.
The second-highest priority squares are those which have
either 10 hours or 10 point counts and more that 4 hours or
4 point counts completed. Atlassers should work towards
finishing off whichever component is needed. It will take
relatively little additional effort to complete these squares
under the new criteria and it is even possible that multiple
squares could be completed in one day. A few important
points to consider:

. Completed squares are most valuable, and all
data will be used. No observations are discarded.
. If you are limited with time or atlassing an area

with several “20/15” completed squares already,
complete squares to at least 10 hours and 10 point
counts.

. If you are not restricted by time, or there are
no “20/15” completed squares nearby, it is useful to
complete your squares to the original standard (20
hours / 15 point counts);

. Aim to ensure that completed squares are
evenly spaced from other completed (or likely to be
completed) squares, if possible (consult with your RC).
. If you can’t do point counts, devote your general
atlassing time to squares that have >4-<10 hours of

effort already, and complete as many as you can.

. From an atlas perspective, building a larger,
more complete species list is more valuable than
confirming a smaller number of species.

. Target species that are not easily found (wetland
birds, raptors, woodpeckers, owls, nighthawks, etc.)
by: a) seeking out rare species, b) surveying a variety
of habitats, c) surveying at different times (morning,
dusk, night)

. Complete rare/colonial forms as prompted by
the atlas website

Online Instructions:

f you are ready to plan, you can evaluate what is needed

for all the squares in any region by visiting the atlas
webpage under Data and Maps / Data Summaries / 2).
View summary statistics by square for region XX. The
resulting table lists all squares in that region that have at
least one record. View the columns for TotHrs and #Points
and select squares that list greater than 4 but less that 10
hours and point counts. It will be important for volunteers
to communicate with the RC to reduce the likelihood of
overlapping effort in this final year. Your regional coordin-
ator may be able to provide further guidance also. Use
these guidelines to plan your time most efficiently.

If you plan to access un-roaded, remote squares by float-
plane, boat, hiking, etc., please let the Atlas staff know, so
we can help with your planning or funding and spread out
our atlassing effort.

If you know of a project in a certain remote area that is
collecting data on bird distribution or abundance and
think that the data could be contributed to the Atlas,
please contact the office. For further instructions, please
contact your Regional Coordinator or the Atlas Office.

How to use the following maps and square lists:

he following map and list only represent a selec-
tion of incomplete squares which are closer to being
completed. Check online or with your RC for updates.

Priority 1 squares: (Blue)
. Have greater than 4 but less that 10 hours
. Have 4-9 point counts

Priority 2 squares:
. Priority BE (Red) need Breeding Evidence (hours of
effort). Have greater than 4 but less that 10 hours AND



point counts are complete OR
Priority PC (Orange) need Point Counts. Have only
4-9 point counts AND breeding evidence is complete

How to use the list of squares and map to plan summer
atlassing:

1) Review the maps (pg. 10,11) to get a general idea
of where there are incomplete squares. Cross reference
the region and block (e.g. 10DE) you wish to target.

2) Review the list to find the name of the square.
(e.g., Region (REG) 41, Square (SQ) 10FG84).
3) To view the square or regional map, on the atlas

website, go to: ‘Data and Maps' / ‘“Topographic Maps’ /
‘Downloadable maps.

4) Select either the entire region map to see where
the squares are located or the actual square map to view
road access, etc. (or view squares in Google Earth)

5) The adjacent list describes what the square
requires; more point counts surveys (PC), or more general
hours of effort (BE), or more work on the species list, or a
combination.

6) To view species list, go to: 'Data and Maps’'/‘Square
Summary Sheets. Enter the square name (e.g., 10FG84).
7) If you are conducting general atlassing, you

should plan your time to survey as many habitats as you
can reach.

8) Let the Regional Coordinator (or atlas office) know
which squares you wish to complete.

If you plan to complete the point counts, complete the
following steps also:

9) On the atlas website, download the point counts
to GoogleEarth to view completed and incomplete point
count locations. Go to ‘Resources’ / ‘Predefined point
counts!

10) Enter the square number, and click, “submit” (Note:
you may also select a whole region - this could be a very
large file).

11) From the resulting list you can review which point
counts have been completed. Predetermined point count
locations (the locations on the square maps) are numbered
1-40. Point count surveys conducted elsewhere will be
labelled “N/A”

12) You may then view the locations by clicking the
link“Download points as GoogleEarth (KML). The locations
should open in Google Earth; red points are completed,
white points are incomplete. Hover your mouse pointer
over the point to see the number.

13) Try to select the remaining point counts locations
in different habitats, or along a different road.

14) Let the Regional Coordinator (or atlas office) know
which squares you wish to complete.

quares with 4-9 hours and point
counts, listed by region, requiring
more breeding evidence effort hours,
(BE) and/or point counts (PC). Also
listed # species listed in square (# SP).

REG| sqQ [ #BE | #PC | #sp
1 [1INR92| 41 | 6 | 72
1 |11PQo4| 53 | 6 | 34
1 |11PQ16| 47 | 5 | 30
1 [110Q13| 6.8 | 4 | 39
2 [1INs11]| 48 | 8 | 15
4 |11MR51| 75 | 4 | 22
6 |11LR43| 86 | 7 | 54
6 | 11LR44 | 5.0 | 4 | 45
6 |11LR53| 7.5 | 8 | 46
7 |11LR39| 40 | 4 | 79
8 | 10FAS6 | 59 | 8 | 76
8 |10Fv44| 68 | 5 | 25
10 | 11Ls05 | 45 | 7 | 39
10 | 11LS52 | 6.0 | 8 | 37
14 [100B73| 6.0 | 9 | 17
14 | 10EA26 | 7.8 | 4 | 28
15 [ 10EV08 | 6.4 | 9 | 36
16 | 10DA84| 6.0 | 5 | 37
19 [10Dv52| 88 | 5 | 70
20 |10cU89 | 48 | 7 | 28
21 [10CB60 | 83 | 4 | 46
24 [0owT69| 87 | 4 | 27
24 |09wue0| 9.0 | 7 | 23
25 |10cC72| 5.0 | 5 | 34
25 | 10EBO6 | 7.0 | 5 | 24
26 | 10EB59 | 88 | 4 | 55
27 | 111586 | 40 | 8 | 29
27 |[11Ms18]| 9.0 | 7 | 34
27 [11MS46| 6.0 | 5 | 45
27 |11Ms47| 45 | 4 | 38
27 [11MS69| 49 | 9 | 43
27 |11MT10| 70 | 6 | 32
28 |11MS89| 48 | 7 | 35
29 |11LU36| 9.0 | 5 | 40
29 |11LU44 | 84 | 8 | 36
29 |11LU67 | 82 | 5 | 52
30 | 10EE48 | 7.4 | 7 | 47
30 | 10EE95 | 6.3 | 4 | 30
31 |10DE38| 55 | 5 | 56
34 |[09wA17| 87 | 9 | 43
34 |09WA34| 70 | 5 | 48
35 |09vAOL | 6.8 | 9 | 34
35 |09vA40 | 44 | 5 | 41
36 | 08PES6 | 80 | 4 | 37




REG[ SQ #BE | #PC | #SP REG| SQ #BE | #PC | #SP REG| SQ #BE | #PC [ #SP
36 | 09UT67 | 4.3 5 27 19 [10DV33 | 21.0 9 108 41 | 10FHO3 | 19.9 8 100
36 | 09UU30| 9.0 7 17 21 | 09YR12 | 14.5 4 30 41 | 10FH33 | 27.3 5 95
37 [O8NM81| 6.2 5 45 21 [10CB22 | 15.0 9 36 41 | 10FH70 | 16.3 7 53
41 [ 10EH88 | 6.0 8 31 22 [10BV84 | 12.8 7 63 1 |11PQ07 14 42
4 OFG8 5.2 6 60 23 [09WS52]| 14.8 8 28 1 | 11PQO8 17 75
- 10FH44 | 8.7 4 72 24 [09WT66| 11.4 6 30 1 |11PQ64 15 37
41 [ 10FH80 | 8.3 6 32 24 [09WT67| 24.5 8 59 1 |11PQ65 15 35
41 [ 10FH81 | 5.3 7 44 24 [09WT77] 13.4 7 38 1 |11PQ84 16 49
1 |11INQ79] 16.2 8 89 24 [09WT79] 13.9 4 37 1 |11PQ9%4 16 30
1 |11INQ89| 24.5 6 110 24 [09WU51| 14.2 4 31 2 | 11NS51 34 52
1 |11NR82| 17.4 9 77 24 [09WU8B1| 26.1 6 52 2 [ 11NS66 15 33
1 | 11NR9O | 27.9 8 96 25 [ 10CC27 | 12.5 6 24 3 [11INQ16 18 46
1 |111PQ49 | 29.7 5 83 25 [10DB97| 23.0 7 27 3 [11INQ32 17 80
2 |11INR87 | 33.8 5 113 25 [ 10EC36 | 46.0 6 115 3 [11INQ33 18 [ 106
2 |11INR88 | 23.3 9 43 26 | 10EB58 | 15.0 4 30 4 | 11LR95 15 44
2 | 11INS56 | 18.0 5 43 26 | 10EB68 | 25.4 6 69 4 111MQ9%4 23 33
2 | 11NS67 | 21.9 9 50 26 [ 10EC40 | 10.4 4 48 4 |11MQ97 17 33
3 [11NQ43 | 50.8 5 74 26 | 10EC57 | 65.6 8 116 4 | 11NR27 15 24
4 111MQ32| 18.3 8 67 26 | 10FC60 | 89.5 7 76 4 | 11NR28 15 32
4 |11MR57| 13.3 5 44 27 | 111790 | 12.8 4 53 5 [11LR20 15 34
4 |11MR89| 10.5 7 51 27 | 11LT92 | 20.0 8 63 6 | 11KR81 15 46
5 [11LQ52 | 11.0 9 34 27 [11MS08 | 11.5 5 44 6 | 11KR85 15 41
6 | 11LR24 | 37.6 5 91 27 [11MS29| 22.0 5 49 6 | 11LRO5 15 47
6 | 11LR35 [ 20.5 8 102 27 [11MS33] 17.3 7 51 8 | 10FA93 15 42
6 | 11LR45 [ 21.0 4 66 27 [11MS36| 17.3 6 46 8 [ 10FV86 16 45
7 | 11LR58 | 16.0 6 40 28 [11MT74| 11.5 5 59 8 | 10FV87 15 65
7 | 11LR67 | 41.2 8 73 29 | 10FE77 | 29.5 8 36 8 [10GV06 16 47
8 | 10FA73 | 20.3 5 84 30 [ 10EE18 | 22.7 5 76 9 | 10FC80 10 37
9 [10FB80 [147.0] 4 103 31 [10DFO3 | 111.3| 7 100 9 [ 10FC96 15 42
9 |[11KT92 | 11.9 9 74 33 [09WB92| 25.0 9 99 9 [ 10FC97 15 47
10 | 11LS30 | 20.2 8 90 33 [ 09XA09 | 57.6 9 70 9 |10GC04 16 35
10 | 11LS43 | 20.3 6 62 33 [ 09XA18 | 14.4 7 82 9 | 11KT93 15 40
10 [ 11LS50 | 60.5 6 83 33 [ 09XA36 | 19.5 7 71 9 [11LT34 16 53
11 [ 10FV35(133.2] 6 60 34 [09WA23]| 18.3 4 54 10 | 11LS56 11 33
12 | 10EB30 | 15.8 6 65 34 [09WA24| 62.2 9 59 12 | 10EA48 20 41
12 | 10EB53 | 29.8 9 65 34 [09WV28]| 13.1 4 42 12 | 10EA83 15 41
12 | 10EB64 | 10.4 7 42 34 [09WV29] 15.0 4 21 12 [ 10EB15 13 37
14 | 10EB04 | 19.5 9 42 35 [ 09VA10 | 13.3 9 54 12 | 10EB70 10 52
16 | 10DA73 | 14.4 8 60 35 [ 09VA12 | 15.1 6 41 14 | 10DB82 10 20
16 | 10DA74 | 12.0 8 48 35 [ 09VA60 | 10.5 5 33 14 [ 10DB94 11 12
16 | 10DA75| 11.3 7 55 36 | 08PD98 | 36.0 4 37 14 | 10EA18 17 35
16 | 10DA85 | 19.6 9 34 36 | O8PE9SO | 19.3 4 36 14 | 10EA44 15 17
16 | 10DA86 | 14.0 4 17 36 [ 09UT57| 11.3 6 34 14 | 10EA51 24 38
16 | 10EA00 | 10.0 5 52 36 [09UV19 | 15.0 4 28 14 | 10EA60 20 29
17 | 10CA91 | 25.4 4 69 36 [09UV29 | 10.0 7 30 17 | 10CA81 12 40
17 | 10CA98 | 28.5 7 38 37 [08MM13] 26.2 7 36 17 | 10DA09 14 38
17 110DV78 | 32.0 6 66 39 [10DH11| 10.5 4 25 17 |1 10DV28 11 59
18 | 10DV60 | 123.6| 8 97 40 | 10DJ39 | 21.8 8 15 18 [ 10CU98 13 60
18 | 10DV71 | 26.3 6 78 41 | 10DJ64 | 44.5 5 25 18 | 10DU47 19 65
18 | 10DV81 | 24.0 6 51 41 | 10EGS8 | 30.8 6 82 19 [ 10CV91 13 36
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29

10FD79

29

10FE54

29

10FE71

29

10FE72

29

11LU09
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#BE

#PC | #SP | |REG| SQ
17 70 30 [ 10DE50
15 73 30 | 10DE60
15 70 30 | 10DE91
15 42 30 [ 10EE21
15 22 30 | 10EE31
36 36 30 | 10EE34
15 49 30 [ 10EE35
10 43 30 | 10EE38
16 42 30 | 10EE44
12 28 30 | 10EE67

123 | 91 30 | 10EF13
15 50 30 | 10EF55
85 40 30 [ 10FEO5
11 25 31 | 10CE89
19 51 31 | 10CG45
15 30 31 | 10CH60
15 35 31 [ 10DE17
10 38 32 [ 09XA83
11 42 32 | 10CE43
17 57 32 [ 10CE73
12 55 32 [ 10CE74
19 56 33 | 09XA21
10 24 33 [ 09XA31
15 81 33 [ 09XA53
16 76 33 | 09XB55
16 75 33 [ 09XC49
17 82 33 | 09XD33
15 59 33 [ 09XV26
15 58 33 | 09XV56
16 38 36 | OBPE8S8
13 26 36 [09UU40
15 33 37 |08MMO03
39 45 38 | 09UG34
15 44 38 [ O9VF55
15 44 39 | 10CH98
15 30 39 | 10CJ80
15 31 39 [10DG65
19 47 39 | 10DG76
10 20 39 | 10DG82
16 35 39 | 10DHO7
13 31 39 [10DH50
50 65 40 | 10CL38
15 36 40 | 10DLOO
14 41 40 | 10DL20
18 68 40 | 10DL50
12 45 40 | 10DL51
14 28 40 | 10DL72
10 58 40 | 10DL82
16 40 40 | 10DL92
13 48 40 [10DM90

#BE

#PC | #SP REG| SQ #BE | #PC | #SP
15 54 40 [10DM91 16 23
15 48 40 | 10EK48 128 | 81
30 63 40 | 10EL76 50 48
17 65 40 [ 10EMO4 20 31
17 52 41 | 10EGO06 15 41
17 52 41 [ 10EG25 15 49
23 69 41 [ 10EG35 15 43
14 49 41 | 10EG47 12 20
12 34 41 | 10EG65 34 44
46 57 41 | 10EG78 16 54
34 68 41 | 10EG90 15 42
20 51 41 [ 10EH20 30 42
17 60 41 [ 10EH30 33 59
15 50 41 | 10EH55 28 43
16 42 41 | 10EJO2 33 33
15 37 41 | 10FF09 15 34
16 73 41 | 10FGOO 16 44
15 54 41 [ 10FG02 15 37
16 40 41 | 10FGO3 17 50
19 52 41 | 10FG06 15 64
15 59 41 [ 10FG10 19 49
15 42 41 [ 10FG20 16 49
17 47 41 | 10FG57 15 89
15 56 41 | 10FG76 15 68
15 35 41 | 10FG86 14 66
15 52 41 | 10FH13 16 82
15 18 41 | 10F)40 14 67
13 28
15 19 - a uick
16 39 COd e Xreminder q— if
26 30 you mark birds with an “X” we won't
15 34 find them. Figuring out when to
16 49 record a bird as “X” (observed) vs.
15 32 “H” (in habitat) still proves to be
16 38 tricky. There may be a bias against
15 48 certain species, such as raptors,
15 51 gulls, herons, etc. Please don't hesi-
17 45 tate to mark some as an “H” rather
15 60 than “X". Although many have large
15 37 breeding/feeding ranges, if you
15 46 don't record them as “H” for fear
15 30 they may actually be breeding in
ts5 53 the adjacent square, the result is
18 26 they don't get recorded at all. A

better strategy is to record them as
72 59 “H" if you see a species in a square
18 52 and there is appropriate breeding
21 45 habitat (even a small amount). If a
17 27 regional coordinator or the data
16 35 verification committee later down-
10 23 grades that record to “X’, so be it.
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ONLINE REMINDER - DAILY OBSERVATION FORMS

n the summer of 2011, we introduced the Daily Observa-

tion form (below), a simplified data form to record breed-
ing evidence as a daily checklist. This is a similar record-
ing system as eBird (for all you eBird fanatics). Last year,
we had about 25% of our breeding evidence data come
in from these forms, so there are still many atlassers who
could give it a try. It is optional, but we highly encourage
you to give it a try.

You can download the paper form: go to the Atlas website,
select: Resources > Atlasser Material > Guide and Data
Forms. Select the appropriate form for your area. There is
a link to provide further, detailed instructions, if needed.

Thedaily observations method has severaladvantages:

. Keeps track of the date of all sightings,

. Migrants can be entered on the form (leave
Breeding Evidence blank), even though they will not
be visible on distribution maps (this helps track safe
dates for future atlases).

. Species that do not breed in BC can even

be entered here, but you can’t enter any breeding
evidence codes. This allows you to enter a complete
list of all birds you saw (just like eBird).

. Daily forms can be downloaded and then
imported into www.ebird.ca for those who wish to
keep personal lists (pg. 16). If you atlas and eBird, you
should enter data in the atlas and then it can be added
to eBird with the click of a few buttons!

To enter daily observation forms online, log-in as you
normally would, select your square, and select “Breeding
Evidence”. To change to the new format, click on the box
that says “Daily Observations”. You will then see the screen
as shown below. Note the box with “Standard Form” writ-
ten on it (clicking this will bring you back to the standard
Breeding Evidence Form). Enter the date, time, team hours
and location information for EACH visit. You will then see
two columns for each visit: # birds, and BE code (shown
below). Enter the number of individuals of each species
and the highest BE code observed on that day.

ML OIS ey

Breeding Evidence Form (square 09VB92, year 2011)

Observers and Effort

‘Save changes | | Reset changes || Next page>> |

Standard form | Fimish form

Atlasser Name

|AﬂaEserNo | Square ID Regi0n| Year

Christopher Di Corrado | 84331 | osvBe2

List of additional observers in this square

(check all those assistants that helped you in this square)

AddiChange obsernvers

To hide the data entry fields that relate to the observations made through the Daily observation form and display the “classic” version of the Breeding
evidence form, you can click on the Standard form bution under the visit table.

Visit Month  Day  StaTime End Time Party Hours  Dist. (km) Locality
Mo. hr min ar min Ar min (optional)
1 May ~ 28 13 o 16 30 3 30 5 Old Aiyansh

i

Visit #1
Species Visit BE Abund  05/29
#birds BE
Olive-sided Flycatcher
Western Wood-Pewee
24 | 2011 Alder Flycatcher
Willow Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
Hammond's Flycatcher 2 5
Dusky Flycatcher
Pacific-slope Flycatcher
Say's Phoebe
Northern Shrike T
Complete Easting Morthing Cassin's Vireo T 1 s
list? (optional} Warbling Vireo 7 M
® Yes ' No 497783 | 6121650 g Red-eyed Vireo
L T Gray.lay
& Yes No &




RecioN 12 - ATLAs CHAMPION: PETER B. MCALLISTER

by Ken Wright & lan Routley (Region 12 - Lillooet-Lytton Atlas Team)

eter B. McAllister has been an Atlas champion in the

Lillooet-Lytton Region (#12) helping that atlas team
there by completing at least 8 local squares. He grew up
worlds away in Garden City on Long Island, New York.
He was first acquainted with the natural world during
the summers he spent in the countryside with his grand-
parents. He was inspired by naturalist and author Peter
Matthiesen and other mentors, which helped in setting
the stage for a life-long infatuation with birds.

In 1963, he moved to the western side of the continent,
settling in Victoria, where he served as the director of
the Canadian chapter of the Sierra Club. Later he moved
to Vernon, where he ranched part time and led many
environmental initiatives. Peter is responsible for found-
ing the Raincoast Conservation Society who is responsible
for putting the Great Bear Rainforest (GBR) on the map (BC
central coast).

In 1996 he and his wife, Bernadette Mertens-McAllister,
bought the spectacular Twins Creek Ranch in the Coast
Mountain rainshadow of Upper Hat Creek. This pocket of
scenic ranchland boasts a great diversity of ecosystems,
bunchgrassgrassland, old growth Douglas-firforests,aspen
woodlands, numerous wetlands, high-elevation spruce-fir
forests and alpine tundra and associated bird species. |
asked Peter why he chose this spectacular ranch, and said
it was the
presence of
Long-billed
Curlews, his
favourite

bird, which
sealed the
deal. He
even built
a pond
next to the
house to

Long-billed Curlew. Photo: Peter McAllister

attract birds (and to provide foundation material). They
achieved both objectives in short order when a vagrant
Sabine’s Gull settled on the newly created pond!

Fifteen years later, he is still patrolling the valley for birds,
like a kid turned loose in an amusement park. This enthusi-
asm was no doubt stimulated by the breeding bird atlas!
I'll elaborate on his atlassing accomplishments with a few
stats. For his eight squares, he has totaled an impressive
over 200 hours. If that isn't enough, Peter has achieved

probable or confirmed breeding status for 42% of the
species found. In terms of species diversity, his best square
has 111 species. Not surprisingly, his data indicate greater
hours spent in a given square resulted in greater diversity
and higher breeding evidence.

| have fond memories of hiking up Cairn Peak in the Clear
Range, in the late 90s with Peter, Bernadette and their two
dogs, Tango and Puddy. At that time we discovered nest-
ing Horned Larks, Savannah and Golden-crowned Spar-
rows and numerous other alpine-breeding species. Little

Atlassing in Region 12 (Left to right: Vivian Birch-Jones, Peter
McAllister, Bernadette Mertens-McAllister). photo: lan Routley

did Peter know that in ten years, the BC Breeding Bird
Atlas would come into existence and he would be tasked
with climbing back up to 7,600" (2330 m) and finding all
those species again.

What is most impressive is the gusto and tenacity which
Peter has directed at the atlas project. His dedication was
well exemplified last June when he stripped down to his
underwear to ford a flooded stream! | wonder how many
other atlassers have been in similar predicaments? If there
are any shortcomings in Peter’s atlassing, it would have
to be the lack of effort after his “martini hour”, which has
resulted in a dearth of owls in his squares, but perhaps this
is just as well, as atlassing under the influence would likely
render some bias!

Thanks Peter for sharing all your vast experience, inspira-
tion and hard work!




THE IMmPORTANCE OF CoMPLETING RARE/CoOLONIAL SPECIES FORMS
by Leah Ramsay, Program Zoologist, BC Conservation Data Centre (www.env.gov.bc.ca/cdc/)

t has been fabulous what the Breeding Bird Atlas maps

have done for the ability to access data and assess the
conservation status of the birds in British Columbia. Range
extent is one of the key factors that can be relatively easily
estimated from the maps. The range and the frequency at
which a species is found help build a picture of how that
species may be doing in the province. If you are
interested in what criteria are used to establish
a rank, have a look at “Factors for Assess-
ing Extinction Risk” (http://www.natur-
eserve.org/publications/ConsStatu-
sAssess_StatusFactors.jsp). The more
observations that are found over wide
ranges, the more likely that any given
specie will be listed with a less imper-
illed status and | love “de-listing!”

Status assessments are just one of the jobs
that we have at the BC Conservation Data
Centre (CDC)—the other is the mapping
of species that have ranks of ST to S3 (most of the “red
and blue” listed species). See BC Species and Ecosystems
Explorer (http://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/eswp/) for more on
those species. The uses for these maps are extensive; they
are used in land use planning, knowing where to conserve
an area of land, knowing where to avoid development—or
knowing where mitigation or care may be needed. They
are the most useful when the location is accurate. The CDC
needs more accuracy that a 10km atlas square. Our prefer-
ence, as with our map users, is to have detail to a about a
25m accuracy. This is why filling in an atlas “Rare Species”
form is so helpful. We also want to know that the observa-
tion that is mapped may have some conservation value;
we are more interested in observations with some breed-
ing evidence rather that just a “flyover.”’

Why are we telling you all this? Because we are asking for
your help while you are out there atlassing. This is an amaz-
ing legion of skilled observers who are reaching corners
of the province that have rarely been birded and with a
mission to document where birds are breeding. In an ideal
world, we'd love to have detailed locations and habitat
information about every red and blue listed species that
you observe breeding evidence for; but we know that is
not realistic. Along with the Atlas Technical Committee,
we have come up with a few additional species (both of
federal and/or provincial interest) to add to the list where
extra data would be great, especially the location. These
are species where either there are few records existing at
present, or where the addition of new data may change
the rank or where we'd like to take advantage of having

people out surveying in areas where no one may other-
wise be.

We've provided the list of species that are “flagged” for
the BC Breeding Bird Atlas - these species are mostly rare
or “at-risk” species. There are also instructions on how to
find your “undocumented species forms.” These are
the species that you would have recorded in
.  your square to the 10km square level, but
B, have yet to fill in a more precise location.
L So, please dust off your note books and
t = think back to where you made some of
el I these observations. They can make a
world of difference!

Fledgling Western Screech-Owl. Photo: Betty Brooks

Get to know “Your Data Forms:” Completing rare
species/ colonial nesting species forms

Log in to the Atlas data entry website (if you forgot
your number or password, enter your email address
into the “email me reminder” box). If you have note books
with locations from previous years, you should have them
handy to look up locations. **Once the form is saved, it
CANNOT be modified!!

1. Click “Your Data Forms” — under the Review Data
Forms:
2. Select “Undocumented Rare Records” (this will

show provincially and regionally “rare” and colonial nest-
ing species that you have recorded)

3. Select the region and/or year, or all and click“show
forms”

4. Review the list and fill in as many locations (or
more information as needed) as possible.

5. Click “Create Form” beside the record

6. Fill in the form section “Observation Details.”

7. To fill in the location (UTM) by using a map, click

on the blue icon near the end of each row. This will open
a square map and you can move the map to place the
marker at the approximate location of your sighting.

8. Click transfer the map and the location (UTM) will
go into your form.

9. Fill in any other info and SAVE the form.

10. To fillin more squares, click “go back to data forms”

Your effort in filling these locations in a great help for bird
conservation purposes.



RARE AND CoLONIAL NESTING SPECIES FOR THE BC BREEDING BIRD ATLAS
* each Region will also have regionally “rare” species also that require additional information *
* please also provide more information if you observer a species is not on any provincial or region lists *

un

Northern Fulmar

Olive-sided Flycatcher

Parasitic Jaeger

Pelagic Cormorant

Peregrine Falcon

Pigeon Guillemot

Prairie Falcon

Red-necked Phalarope

=+ x|+ |wvw | g w —+ | ad |+

Red-tailed (Harlan's)
Hawk

Rhinoceros Auklet

w | W

Ring-billed Gull

Ruby-throated
Hummingbird

Rusty Blackbird

Sage Thrasher

Short-billed Dowitcher

Short-eared Owl

t§ Clark's Grebe

§ Cliff Swallow

t§ Common Murre

T Common Peafowl

t§ Common Tern

o Connecticut Warbler

§ Double-crested
Cormorant

§ Eared Grebe

o Eurasian Collared-Dove

t Eurasian Wigeon

T Ferruginous Hawk

o Flammulated Owl

§ Fork-tailed
Storm-Petrel

t§ Forster's Tern

§ Franklin's Gull

§ Glaucous-winged Gull

T Glaucous-winged X

Western Gull Hybrid

Silver Pheasant

Grasshopper Sparrow

Sky Lark

Gray Flycatcher

Smith's Longspur

Great Blue Heron

Sooty Grouse

Greater Scaup

Spotted Owl

Green Heron

Sprague's Pipit

Gyrfalcon

Summer Tanager

Herring Gull

Swainson's Hawk

Horned Puffin

Thick-billed Murre

Hudsonian Godwit
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Tufted Puffin

Indigo Bunting

—+

Upland Sandpiper

Lark Sparrow

Wandering Tattler

Le Conte's Sparrow

t§

Western Grebe

Leach's Storm-Petrel

t§

Western Gull

Least Bittern

Western Scrub-Jay

Lesser Goldfinch

White-headed
Woodpecker

Lewis's Woodpecker

White-throated Swift

Long-billed Curlew

Williamson's Sapsucker

Long-tailed Duck

Yellow Rail

Marbled Murrelet

Yellow-breasted Chat

Atlas Species

Status

T rare (full information)

§ colonial (document
only CONFIRMED)

t§ rare/colonial
rare (document
location)

o American Avocet

of American Bittern

T American Black Duck

o American
Golden-Plover

T8 American White
Pelican

t§ Ancient Murrelet

§ Arctic Tern

T Baird's Sandpiper

o Band-tailed Pigeon

§ Bank Swallow

o Barn Owl

§ Barn Swallow

T Bay-breasted Warbler

§ Black Tern

t§ Black-crowned
Night-Heron

t§ Black-legged Kittiwake

T Black-necked Stilt

T Black-throated
Sparrow

o Bobolink

§ Bonaparte's Gull

t§ Brandt's Cormorant

o Brewer's Sparrow

o Broad-winged Hawk

T Brown Thrasher

1§ Burrowing Owl

t§ California Gull

o Canada Warbler

T Cape May Warbler

t§ Caspian Tern

t§ Cassin's Auklet

T Chestnut-sided
Warbler

Mew Gull
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Yellow-headed
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ADDING DALY OBSerVATIONS AND PoINT CounT Forms TO EBIRD:
Getting two bird (databases) with one stone

NEWS FLASH!

n the previous pages you just learned how to enter Rare and

Colonial Species Forms. While you are on the same page, you For THE FIRST TIME IN EBIRD CANADA
can download Daily Observations and Point Count Forms to eBird: HisTorY, ONTARIO Has surpAssep BC

1. Click “Your Data Forms” — under Download data: MAY HELP BC GET BACK ON TOP!

2. Select “Daily Observations - or Point Count Forms (eBird IF YOU NEED MORE HELP, CHECK HTTP://
records format)”and the year BIRD 8 JENGLISH/D >
3. Click“Download”You may wish to save files to your desktop WWW.BIRDATLAS.BC.CA/ENGLISH/DAILY.JS
to easily find them FOR INSTRUCTIONS OR CALL Dick CANNINGS

4, You files will be saved in a “zip” format. Unzipped the files, 250-493-3393
which will be a”“.csv”format.

Login to the eBird website: B d
" H M n H " e 1r
1. Under “Submit Observations,” click “Import Canada e et UL e,
Data” Home | About | Sulmit m*i - V‘I'l'm'l =
2' SEIeCt your ﬁle - ﬁnd It on you ComPUter by Translate to: Enalish | Espafiol | Francais | Portugués
C|ICkIng the browse button Hello Christapher Di Corrado (cdicorrado) | Preferences | Sign Out
3. Select the “eBird Record Format (Extended) | Import a file
and import. You can select more files to import while Choose a file to import R
the website is processing *File:
4, Under “My eBird” select “Manage Imported *Format:  Nationsl Geographic Handheld Birds
Data” on the right-hand side of the screen. el s e
5. Select “summit these checklists” — Once
finished, correct any errors if needed.

WIiLDREesSeARCH SEEkS CoMMON POORWILL SURVEY VOLUNTEERS

ue to their nocturnal habits, little is known about population trends of —a

Common Poorwills in BC. Detected declines of similar species in Ontario  \W/ildResearch
and degradation of breeding habitat suggest a need to monitor Common
Poorwills in BC.

After preliminary surveys in 2010, WildResearch is seeking volunteers to continue
surveying Common Poorwills across the province. Data collected contributes to the
BC Breeding Bird Atlas and follows U.S. Nightjar Survey protocols to allow compari-
son with other surveys conducted across North America. Data is also collected on
other nocturnal species, including Common Nighthawks and owls.

Survey routes are located across southern BC in suitable Poorwill habitat. Each route
will be surveyed once on a calm, clear night around the full moon (between May
28 — June 11 and June 26 - July 10). Routes are approximately 16 km in length and
typically take less than two hours to complete.

If you're interested in participating in the BC Common Poorwill survey, please check
our website for more information or email coposurvey@wildresearch.ca




ExpLoRERS CLuB MuskwA-KEcHIKA EXPEDITION
by Rob Butler, Bird Studies Canada Scientist

he Muskwa-Kechika Management Area in northeastern

BC is 6.4 million hectares of wilderness managed under
a Provincial Act to establish a world standard for environ-
mental and economic stability. About one-quarter of the
Muskwa-Kechika is designated at parks and protected
areas leaving the balance in management zones allowing
resource extraction at a high standard. The area is home to
caribou, stone sheep, mountain goats, wolves, black and
grizzly bears, wood bison and whitetail and mule deer, and
the subject of much research. Far less is known about its
avifauna and it was a large gap in the atlas. Lured by the
unknown, this would become the purpose and destination
for an Explorers Club Flag Expedition in 2011.

Led by Explorers Club Fellows Rob Butlerand Wayne Sawchuk
a team of Penny Birnam , Doug Butler, Maryann Emery, Jim
Murphy and Peter von Tiesenhausen set off by horseback
for a 12 day birding expedition in June. The Explorers Club
is headquartered in New York City and encourages scientific
expeditions around the world. Our expedition was given the
honor of carrying Flag 76 of The Explorers Club. This flag first
flew on an expedition led by Ernest F. Fox in 1937 to Afghan-
istan. Subsequent expeditions where the flag was flown
include Capt. Lawson Brigham in 1993 on NE Water Polyna
in Greenland, Jennifer Murray’s 2006 Around the World via
the North and South Poles, Louwrens Hacquebord 2007
Large-scale Industrial Exploitation of Polar Areas (LASHIPA
- 04), Martin T. Nweeia’s 2008 Narwhal Tusk Research, and
Andy Tutchings 2009 Botswana Giraffe Research Project.

The Muskwa-Kechika is an ornithological meeting place
for eastern and western North American bird species. The
eastern foothills have a decided eastern flavour whereas the
Northern Rocky Mountains harbour western counterparts.
Present also are species of the subarctic whose ranges are
generally in northern British Columbia such as the Gray-
cheeked Thrush, Boreal Owl, Spruce Grouse, and Willow and
Rock ptarmigans.

We recorded birds in 13 atlas squares mostly on horseback
traversing the region. Nearly 80 species were identified
and the data entered into the British Columbia Breeding
Bird Atlas web site. Many of the birds recorded were sing-
ing males on breeding territories. Often the dawn chorus
is cacophony of singing birds but not so in the Muskwa-
Kechika on our trip. On some mornings, the air was eerily
silent. Chipping Sparrows, Tennessee Warblers and Dark-
eyed Juncos were widespread at point counts but even
they were sometimes scarce. A Short-billed Dowitcher
was unusual and likely a migrant. A Boreal Owl heard near
Trimble Lake was a pleasant record as it serenaded us at
night. A surprise was a Peregrine Falcon overhead near
a massive cliff face where it might have nested. Jim and
Penny saw a Willow Ptarmigan at close range in the alpine.
Minutes before, Rob, Doug and Maryann were within a
100 meters of the bird but did not see it.

A glimpse at a Rufous Hummingbird on the South Cari-
bou Range camp and Harlequin Ducks in the Sikanni and
Prophet rivers were interesting because they are not often
seen in the northeast of the province. We saw Northern
Harriers flying along mountain ridges and Greater Yellow-
legs on several occasions at the eastern end of Trimble
Lake where they likely nested. | was hoping for a rich
assemblage of eastern and western species but it seemed
nearly every species was keeping quiet and those that
were present were seen after long searches.

Traveling by horseback makes atlassing a challenge. It
is not easy to use binoculars while in the saddle and the
demands of caring for the horses and camp take time. | was
able to rise early before the others but even then, the birds
were few and far between. It is not clear if birds are scarce
in the region or the breeding season was largely over. This
mystery and the wildness of the Muskwa-Kechika are call-
ing me to return.

Photo: Wayne Sawchuk



Peace-WiLLisToN WATERSHED ATLAS EXPEDITION

by Julian Hudson (Region 29 - Mackenzie) - Funded by the BC Hydro Peace-Williston Compensation Program

he Williston Reservoir area is in the Rocky Mountain

Trench, and here there is potential for several eastern
species besides the few that are known to have moved
into B.C. from northern Alberta. There have been very few
accounts of birders (and NO atlassers) that have ventured
into this vast and wild area. This is a birding frontier. |
was going to spend 6 weeks in the wilderness, mostly by
myself to cover as many squares as possible, with little to
no services, so | made sure | was well equipped. | had a
battery charger/air compressor, 150 litres of extra gas, tire

plug kit, GPS, satellite phone and tons of food! The only
thing that no local could believe was that | didn't have a
gun for protection. This was grizzly country and | was the
only one up there without one.

It takes up to 12 hours of forest road driving to get from
Mackenzie on the east side of the reservoir to Tseh Kay
Dene, an aboriginal community on the north end. Tseh Key
and Fort Ware are two villages of the Kwadacha Nation,
who live in their ancestral territory in the Rocky Moun-
tain Trench. With the massive expanse of logging road
networks, it wasn't too difficult to get into most squares
below 1,000 metres (at least with a 4-wheel drive!) There
were many limiting factors to coverage beside grizzlies
and mother moose; the time it took to travel the huge
area, returning to town for fuel, extremely poor weather
and overgrown roads. On the east side of the reservaoir,
| was lucky to have been invited to use a BC Hydro field
camp as base, luxury compared to camping! My hosts and

the crews there were wonderful people, and warned me
with daily reports of grizzly mothers with cubs in this area.

The ecosystems range from dry pine forest in certain areas
on the west side to damp, mixed boreal forest and mature
aspen/birch in the lower elevations, and subalpine/alpine
areas higher up. Extensive wetland/bog areas and small
to large lakes are common. The habitat on the east side is
ideal for many songbirds with mature aspen/birch dotted
with wetland and riparian areas, and thick understory
replacing the spruce and pine in areas cut
decades ago. Most of the remaining pine forest
is dead now from the pine beetle outbreak.

Bird Finding Highlights

| was amazed by the number of Ovenbirds and
Tennessee Warblers singing from the mature
aspen/birch stands. | had them in most squares
in the lower elevation forest around the reser-
voir. | found 14 warbler species in total. Other
fairly common warbler species were Amer-
ican Redstart, Orange-Crowned, Wilson’s,
and Yellow-Rumped, Magnolia, Yellow, and
Common Yellowthroat. Less common were
Blackpoll, Townsend’s, and MacGillivray’s
Warblers, and a rare Cape May. After hearing
what sounded very close to a Black-Throated
Green song, | put in quite a bit of time trying
to determine if | had any in the upper eleva-
tion spruce/pine forest, but found upon visual
identification that some Townsend’s were singing phrases
of it's cousin. | recorded 8 species of flycatcher. Western
Wood-Pewee, Olive-Sided, Hammond'’s, Alder, Dusky,
and Least Flycatchers were all fairly common, and the
Yellow-Bellied Flycatcher appeared quite often as well.
Interestingly, | found several yellow-bellieds in some
very unexpected habitat; second growth pine. | observed
males singing and defending areas of predominantly 10
metre pine, and found that they were not just moving
through; second-year males perhaps? The eighth species
came when | found a few Pacific-slope flycatchers sing-
ing and defending territory in the Ospika River valley,
unfortunately | couldn't confirm breeding. Chipping
sparrows seemed to be the most common species of all,
being found all around the reservoir, especially in young
cut-blocks and roadsides at various elevations. One of my
favourite birds that | found was the Clay-Coloured Spar-
row. | was also thrilled to find my first Violet-Green Swal-
low cliff nest. Three-toed Woodpeckers were often seen at



low to mid-elevation, and | was happy to find a few Black-
Backed Woodpeckers in older spruce/pine forest. | found
a couple of other rarities; a singing Rock Wren in the same
spot on several visits, several weeks apart, and a male
Lazuli Bunting. The Cape May stole the show because this
bird is part of one of the best stories of the many that were
born from this adventure.

| had made my way to the northwest of my territory to
cover several squares up the Finlay River. | drove up a
road to reach a designated point count. | drove about
800 metres down an overgrown logging road, and as
the road became narrower, | decided to stop. The air was
heavy with insects, vying for my blood. There was some
bird activity in the mixed, bottom-land forest, and | got
excited by the sound of begging. | followed the fledged
youngsters’ sounds, but couldn’t figure out where exactly
they were, and | couldn’t recall the sound | was hearing.
| thought it may be an exciting find, but after an hour of
searching, | finally determined they were a family group
of my nemesis, the chipping sparrow! Feeling defeated,
| walked back to my truck. | was immediately drawn to a
spruce tree by a flash of yellow and...reddish brown? The
bird was flicking about, picking off individuals from the
clouds of mosquitos, midges and black flies. It settled for
a few seconds, | finally got a look...a Cape May Warbler!
Holy, Moly! | watched this beautiful warbler for about a
half an hour to see if it was gathering food or just feeding.
It was just feeding leading me to the conclusion that this
bird was either a visitor, a very early or a very late breeder.
But time was running out and | had to move on. | needed
to refuel and it was getting late in the day. | was tired and
had a 2-3 hour ahead.

The road I was on was built up about 2 feet above the forest
floor, presumably because of the swampy conditions, so
| had to attempt a 3-point turn. | backed up and felt the
back end of the truck drop. “That’s what 4-wheel drive is
for!” The tires spun and the truck didn't move. | found that
the chassis was on the ground. | was stuck, and there was
no one within at least an hour drive of me. | got out my
shovel and started digging; the theory was that | could dig
out enough material to let the chassis drop enough to get
a some weight on the wheels. After 2 hours of digging and
wheel spinning, it was getting late in the evening and | was
just getting hungrier and more exhausted. | decided that
I had two choices; set up camp and try some more tomor-
row, or call for help. | got some food cooking, set up my
tent, thinking that | probably wouldn't be “rescued” that
day anyway, then called in. | tried my forest radio first, call-
ing out to anyone who might be listening in. | knew that
there were many areas where the radio just wouldn't reach
any receiver, and sure enough, all | got was static.

My life-line was my GPS, satellite phone and my wife

Christine, who was back in Richmond. A woman named
Vicky in Mackenzie runs a safety radio monitoring busi-
ness providing support for forest workers, as well as main-
taining communications with all who live and work in the
Williston area bush. Vicky is everyone’s local angel! | didn't
have a contract with her, but she would help coordinate if
I needed assistance. So, | texted Christine, who then called
Vicky. She decided to call the RCMP in Tsay Keh. They said,
“There’s a rookie there who could use a bit of experience
in locating a lost person anyway.” A couple of hours later,
| managed to make radio contact with the officer and
confirmed my coordinates. Christine was relieved that
| was going to be fine. There was much confusion as to
where exactly | was. | heard a siren coming from the main
road, but it was getting fainter to the south. After a few
more passes, he finally found the road | was on. Justin time
too, because it was getting late. | would leave the truck
behind and find someone in town to pull me out the next
day. The last radio call was, “You'll have to hike out. | don't

Stuck in the mud: hours from anyone

want to go up that road.”What?! The road was an easy, flat
drive of about Tkm, and he’s making me walk out in the
failing light, in grizzly country!!! | said, “Ok, but | don’t have
a gun. There better not be a bear between me and you!”
“Don't say that!” the officer pleaded. Rookie? I'll say!

So, | grabbed a few things and walked out, while on edge
the whole way and relieved (if not a little annoyed) to
see the officer and his large SUV with a winch! | spent the
night in the village’s rooming house...ahhh, satellite TV,
a shower and a bed! The next day, the story had already
reached most of the community and | was able to find a
local guy from the Tseh Kay forestry company, Duz Cho,
to haul my truck out. It only took a pull with their truck to
get mine out and | was on the road again. What a fiasco for
one little warbler!




HeLpiNnGg wiTH CLARK’s NUTCRACKER RESEARCH
by Rosamund Pojar, Bulkley Valley (33) Regional Coordinator

Last year, two biology researchers based
in Smithers, Sybille Haeussler and Alana
Clason, began to research various aspects of
Clark’s Nutcrackers and the whitebark pine
ecosystems in B.C. in the mountains of west
central BC. Whitebark pine (Pinus albicaulis) is
being killed by both a fungus and the Moun-
tain Pine Beetle, and this ecosystem is now
considered endangered. Atlassers and Bulkley
Valley Naturalists can help again this season.
Please gather the following information when
out atlassing and to send it to Rosamund Pojar
(rpojar@gmail.com) who has agreed to collate
the information:

1. Location of observations of Clark’s
Nutcrackers anywhere and everywhere in the
area of BC north of the range of Ponderosa
pine (Pinus ponderosa).

evidence, how many, and T T N N
what tree species they are Py B i T
feeding on. (Not at bird feed- L g e S
ers - While bird feeder reports 4
are interesting, we really
want to know what trees they
use for food in their natural
environment, especially in
the absence of whitebark
pine).

3. If there is whitebark - A0 4 =
pine present in the area (and LR e >
if it is dead or alive). P A
Note: Whitebark pine is a Pt § R
5-needle pine that grows at W L TR
higher elevations with stubby
cones whose scales are never
open.

2. What the birds are doing i.e. breeding
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